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Somerville High School Building Committee Info Session Notes 
 

PROJECT:  Somerville HS Project MEETING DATE:  November 27, 2017 

LOCATION: Gallery 81  
 

ATTENDEES:   (Absent in Italics) 

Bldg. Cmte:  □ Mayor Curtatone (JC) □ Tony Pierantozzi (TP) □ Tony Ciccariello □ Rob King (RK) 

□ Steve Roix (SR)              □ Mary Skipper (MS) □ Stan Koty (SK)           □ Max Nadeau(MN) 

  □ Ed Bean (EB)  □ Alumdena Abeyta (VM) □ Tom Bent (TB)            □ Nelia Braga (NB) 

  □ Adda Santos (AS) □ Mary-Jo Rossetti (MJR) □ Leo DeSimone (LD)   

  □ Sebastian LaGambina (SL)  □ Carrie Normand (CN) 

PMA:  □ Chris Carroll  □ Chad Crittenden □ Sean Burke  □ Walter Hartley 

SMMA:  □ Alex Pitkin  □ Lorraine Finnegan □ Matt Rice  □ Erin Prestileo 

   □ Tony Iacovino  □ Peter Lukaic 

Suffolk:  □ Chris Walenton  □ Doreen Crowley  □ Dave Slomski 

Others:  □ SEE ATTACHED SIGN-IN SHEET  

 

Meeting called to order by Chair Tony Pierantozzi at 5:32 PM.   

 

Motion to approve minutes of the Oct 2, 2017 meeting M:SR S:SK D:correct attendance to show TB was not present 

V:14-0-1(chair abstained) (NB not present at vote) 

   

 

General  

Item Responsible Due Notes 
9/09:01 SBC 1/22/18 General Update:  TP gave an overview of the meeting agenda.    

 

PMA: The design team is finalizing the 60% documents set, submission to the 

MSBA is scheduled for 12/8/17.  We had an estimate reconciliation meeting on 

11/15, an all-day meeting at SMMA with roughly 40 participants.  The estimators 

(SCCI & VJ) reconciled their estimates.  There are no design to cost or VE items 

needed this weekend.  We still need to submit a VE list of potential items in the 

60% package.  TB: Asked what is 60% drawing package and if the drawings are 

at 60% level.  PMA: The MSBA provides a list of 60% guidelines that PMA 

reviews the documents against.    PMA and SCCI both agreed that drawings are 

at 60% CD level.   

 

SR:  Are we uploading the 60% documents to the website?  PMA noted the size 

of the drawing package is about 1GB worth of data.  RK:  If we are going to 

upload any of the drawings, we should upload the entire set rather than picking 

and choosing. 

 

TP: PMA shall coordinate with the city and have the drawings uploaded to the 

project website.        

 
9/09:01 SBC 1/22/18 Design Update: Gender neutral toilet update:  SMMA:  presented a changes to 

the building to incorporate gender neutral bathrooms into the design.  Though a 

combination of added rooms and changes of use from staff to student gender-

neutral spaces, the design team was able to incorporate student access to 9 

additional gender neutral bathrooms. TP: Security demands cannot be intrusive.  

Consider adding these rooms to access control system.   
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MRJ: Asked if the SHPC required that the new building look the same as the old 

building.  SMMA: SHPC is aware that the new building would be a modern in 

design and have been informed of the building’s design.    
  1/22/18 Construction Update– SCCI: Modulars are still on schedule with the week 

after Christmas, the first delivery is scheduled for 12/26.  Triumph is 

coordinating the install with the city inspectors.  RK:  All components of the 

installation have to be coordinated with the city; any shut downs or minor 

disturbances to the front loop road need to be coordinated. SCCI: We will 

be backfilling the week before Christmas, will send a schedule to PMA for 

coordination with the city. EN: The only issue the inspectors had is with the 

tie downs.  SCCI: Triumph is coordinating correct tie downs with the city.   

10/2/17:modulars will be on site after Christmas, 22 parking spots will be 

taken away to fit the modulars.  SCCI will be back Monday to finish up 

some odds and ends.  Back the second week of October for transformer and 

pad work.   

  

 

Cost / Schedule 

Item Responsible Due Notes 
09:11 PMA 1/22/18 Project Schedule:  Update 11/27/17 – 60% CD submission to the MSBA is 

scheduled for 12/8/17.  Modular trailer will be set over Winter Break.  90% 

estimate set are due on 1/12/18.   

1/06:01 PMA 1/22/18 Project Budget:  Update 11/27/17:  60% estimate shows the project is still at 

budget. 
3/14:06 City 1/22/18 Historic Process: RK:  A revised MOA has been submitted to MHC, not response 

as of yet.  It has not been 30 days since the submission to MH. PMA will follow up 

if no response has been received after 30 days.   
 ALL 1/22/18 New Business – Future meeting dates  

TC: On Nov 22, an article titled “City seeks improved public information on 

new high school” was published by the Somerville Times.   

 

Four quotes in the article related specifically to lack of communication 

between the Building committee and various city departments.  TC took great 

exception to the incensed tone of the article and quotes included, felt they 

throw the members of the committee under the bus and thinks the committee 

should issue a formal response.   

 

TC does not agree with the comments made by the alderman.  TC noted that 

we have 2 committee members that report to the alderman and school 

committee and has every confidence that they have been communicating.  He 

considers the comments made by the alderman in the article an indictment of 

the committee, and feels the timing of the comments is interesting.   

 

Rarely has there been attendance at any of our building committee meetings 

by an alderman or school committee member other than those on the 

committee.     

 

TC did not like the tone of the article and thinks it is disingenuous and thinks 

the Committee should respond.   

 

TP: The building committee’s responsibility is to build the building.  We are 

happy to attend meetings as requested but are not responsible for informing 

the public; that is the job of the city communication department.   
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SR: has not read the article yet, but will.  SR reminded the committee that he 

is on the way out and Carrie Norman will be taking his place on the building 

committee.   

CN:  SR has given committee tons of information, some very technical.  Does 

not think anyone on the School Committee could say they are not informed.   

 

MS: We need to be very clear on who owns communication, it can’t be all on 

Suzanna, city communication is stretched.  Can see upcoming issues with 

parking, traffic disruptions, noise, safety ect.   

 

TB:  Watched the BOA meeting, saw the quotes interchange and was upset at 

the time.  Noted that while Alderman Niedergang made an issue of parking, he 

was one of the lead proponents to remove the parking garage.  We have also 

had many public meetings, the meeting at the east Somerville school had two 

attendees.   

 

TP:  Makes himself available to the communication’s office or school and 

city, had not been asked by any official to show up and make a presentation 

anywhere. 

 

SK:  We need to have TP draft a letter in response, does not encourage 

emailing. 

 

TP:  Will draft a letter to BOA and SC. 

 

TC:  Would like to know who is complaining so it can be addressed rather 

than going to an alderman.  The School Committee should be our ally on this 

project but save for the member of the building committee, they have not 

shown up at a meeting.      

 

TP: There is a School Committee meeting scheduled for the Dec 18th 7PM, he 

will ask the SC if they would like an update from the Building committee at 

that meeting.  PMA and SMMA are  available to attend.   

 

Future Meeting Dates: 

12/4 – Canceled 

1/22 – 4:30 

2/15 – 5:30 

3/26 – 5:30 

4/23 – 5:30 

5/14 – 5:30 
 ALL 1/22/18 Public Comment: None 

 

Meeting Adjourned: Motion to Adjourn M:SK;  S:SL All For 6:59PM  

 
 
 

The author of these minutes assumes, to the best of his or her knowledge, that the above content of these Meeting Minutes depict all that transpired during this Project meeting. All attendees are required to address 

by memo or via e-mail, any omissions, errors or inconsistencies in the reporting of these Meeting Minutes, to the writer, within two (2) business days of receipt of these Meeting Minutes.   

Prepared By: Sean Burke, PMA Consultants 

 

Signed:  Sean Burke      Date: 12/14/17;  




